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ACTHA RACEMOSA. 
BY WILLIAM TULLY, M.D., PROFESSOR OF MATERIA MEDICA, ETC. IN THE MEDICAL 
INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 
Tuere is a group of at least nine (and ibly eleven) nearly 
allied species of plants, which dint “by two 
called by him Actea and Cimicifoga. One, however, and 
ps two, of these species, possesses characters common to of 
these genera, with peculiarities in the parts of fructification that belong, to - 
no other species of either genus. Upon the supposition that. Actea and 
Cimicifuga are properly distinct genera, the particular species just men- 
tioned have equal claims to be considered distinct, and have accordingly 
been separated by Mr. Rafinesque, withthe generic name Macrotrys 
or Botrophis. Provided Actea and Cimicifvga are still kept distinct, I 
have no doubt that Macrotrys or Botrophis ought to be so likewise. 
_ the same principles, it is probable that Cimicifuga palmata, which 
differs so inently from all the rest of this whole group, in habit, 
foliage, the number of its styles, would likewise require to be sepe- 
rated. But some of the latest and most distinguished botanists have 
united (and, as I think, judiciously) the whole group into one genus, 
under the name Actwa—an arrangement, which, in my opinion, ought by 
all means to be adopted. Under such a view of this group of 
there are at least six (and possibly eight) species of Actea in North 
America, three of which are common in New England, viz. Acta ra- 
cemosa, Actzwa rubra, and Actwa pachypoda. Actza spicata, of which 
some of the American species were once incorrectly considered as va- 
rieties, is now well known not to be a native of this country. Each of 
the three New England species, above named, is believed to possess 
valuable medicinal powers ; yet Actea rubra, and pachypoda, are be- 
lieved to be so much inferior in remedial efficacy to Actwa racemosa, as 
~ Bat though, in the t state of our knowledge, in regard to Cimi- 
cifaga, Macrotrys or Botrophis, and Christophoriana or Actwa pre , I 
entertain _no doubt that they should constitute but one genus (subdivided 
as above), yet, should several other species belonging to each group be 
hereafter discovered, and should such species diverge very considerably 
in character from each other, why then, indeed, it may be expedient to 
subdivide, into three distinct genera, as has been already proposed. The 
following is a synopsis of the genus Actea, as it now is. 
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to resem 
Cimez, a bug, and Fuga, flight, from the supposed power of 


the Sambucus, or Elder, which the genus Actea is 
ble in its foliage. The name Cimicifuga is from the 


the Greek Macros, large, and Bolrys, a raceme, in al-— 
to the kind of inflorescence and the length and size of the 
remarkable that no author, who has yet quoted or adopted 
- Rafinesque, has ever spelt it correctly. Elliott, 
Candolle, leave out the r from the last syllable, writing 
Others have even written it JM I do not know 
from this singular fate of the word, t t Mr. 
but it appears to me that this affords sufficient 
name Botrophis is a contraction of the Greek >a 
serpent, on accoust of gn imaginary 
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| Actea 
| S$. Actea 
| 4. Actea 
| 6. Actea racemosa. Lin. Hab. From Canada to Florida. 
| 7. Actea Japonica. Thunb. Hab. Japan. 
Ill. Sub-genus Christophoriana or Jictea. 
Actwa spicata. Lin. Hab. Europe. 
8. Actwa rubra. Big. Hab. From Canada to Florida. 
10. Paclypoda. Elliott. Hab. From Canada to Carolina. 
11? Actea De Cand. Hab. Florida. Probably identical 
with Actea rubra. 
1%? Actewa microcarpe. De Cand. Hab. About Boston. Probably 
identical with Actsea pachypoda. 
Thomas Green, in his Universal Herbal, published in London in 
hich he calls Actza espera, or Rough- 
he says, ‘Stem climbing ; leaves 
ny He says, ‘ This species is a i 
ich I suppose should be transposed, 
pugs nese use t or polishi icularly tin-ware. - 
be, I think, st all evenie, it is not an Actes. | 
| 
Black 
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Rattle-weed Rich-weed, Rich-root, Deer-weed, and Cornu- 
tus’s Canada Herb-Christopher. "There is not a single individual of 
these names that is not as often applied to other plants, as to this, except 
the first. The name Black » to which some have given 


Order Mulisilique. The habitat of Actza racemosa is from Canada to 
Florida. By Michaux, it is said to grow ‘ per tractus montium ;’ by 
Pursh and Dyckman, ‘in shady, stony woods ;’ by } | 

rocky situations, remarkable for the fertility of the soil ;? by Torrey; ‘ in 


The rout of Actea racemosa consists of a tuberous and irregular rbi- 
zoma, and numerous slender fibrils. It is perennial, and of a dark color. 
The stein is herbaceous, pubescent, and from two to nine feet in height. 
The leaves are decomposite or triternately divided ; the leafets are ovate- 
_ oblong, acutely serrate, dentate or sub-incised, with mucronate and di- 
varicate teeth. The inflorescence consists in very long, pubescent, ter- - 
minal, and sub-paniculate racemes, which are very much crowded with 
flowers, and which are nearly white, and fetid. The calyx (which is a 
perianth) and the corol are small and caducous, and sometimes the lat- 
ter is deficient. The perianth is tetrasepalous, becoming colored before 
expansion. When the petals are present, they are thick, gibbous, very 
small, pediceled, terminated by a setaceous acumination, and more nu- 
merous than the sepals. The stamens are longer than the petals. There 
is usually but one pistil, though occasionally there are two. The stigma 
is simple, sessile, and curved towards the gibbous side of the ovary. 
The capsules are ovate, pubescent, dry, bivalve, and dehiscent at their 
straight suture. The seeds are oblong, and imbricately disposed. Ac- 
cording to De Candolle, the herbage of Actea racemosa is like that 
of Actza spicata, though larger ; the florescence is like that of Ac- 
tea Cimicifuga, except that flowers are monagynous ; the fruit is 
like that of Actwa cordifolia, except that it is unicapsular. The odor of — 


the whole ee is t, and even offensive. more 
As the. tice Thalictroides is popularly called Blue Cohosh, its 
root is’ very frequently collected and sold for that of Acteza racemosa. 
The fibrils of the root of the Leontice are, however, considerably small- 
er, numerous, and of a lighter color taste is V 
little, if at all, bitter, and not in any degree vivose, they are const- 
derably acrid, or pungent, at letet alter being long chewed. There is 


Is to as many as _ arti- 

cles, and is thus eminently equivocal. I repeat, then, if any of these 
names is worthy of being retained in the materia medica, it is the first : 

(Black Cohosh), since it is the ouly‘one which has not, to my certain 

knowledge, been otherwise applied. 

The genus Actwa belongs to Jussieu’s Natural Order Ranunculaces, 
. and to De Candolle’s Tribe Pzonierw. Linnzus placed it in his Natural 
;? a arlington, ‘in rich woodlands.’ ‘Torrey. im 
uss that and Middle States, it is in to 
uly ; Pursh and Dyckman say from July to August ; len says | 
that it flowers in Baseerivenia. in July .” Darlington says the latter end 
: of June, and that the fruit is ripe about the middle of September ; while | 
Eiliott | June and as its | time, in South Carolina | 
i 4 


- obtain it in the autumnn, often 
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of the Sanicula Marilandica, as well as of Leontice Thalic- 
uently collected and sold for that of Actea racemosa, 
circumstance that the Sanicula, in common with the 
called Black Snake-root ; but there is less excuse 


bil 


for this error the preceding, since, upon the whole, the Sanicula 
has less resemblance to the Actea, than the ice has. - 

But it is a much more common mistake to collect and employ the 
roots of Acteza rubra, and Actza pachypoda, for Acta racemosa. ‘The 
full grown and old roots of these two species are difficult-of distinction 
from the root of Actwa racemosa, unless attached to their top. These 


are to similar powers, but in a far weaker 
variable uncertain in their operation. There is good reason to be- 
lieve that this mistake, and the consequent failure of the expected thera- 


Even the genuine root of Actza racemosa is variable in the d of 
its medicinal powers, according to the season in which it is collected. 
It is the most active, and it es its powers for a long time the 


ripening of the seeds and the of the top. If collected in the 


spring, it is variable in its activity, and when long kept, retains its powers 


less perfectly ; but if collected in the flowering season, it is extremely 
uncertain as respects its activity, and it sometimes loses a great portion 
of its virtues, by drying and ve even when engaged to 
ive their employers, and obtain it in 
the flowering season ; and many druggists are not sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with this subject, to direct the proper time. Hence a frequent dis- 
intment, from this source, in its operation.* . 
root, seeds, and flowers, of Actzea racemosa, have all been em- 
ployed in medicine, but principally the first. When chewed, the root 
seems, at first, to have scarcely any taste, except a very slight sweet- 
ness. After some little time, however, a peculiar sub-aromatic bitter- 
ness, mingled with rather a vivose flavor, is pretty strongly developed. 
This remains in the mouth a considerable time ; but when its intensi 
begins to subside, the sweetness and the aromatic eines sella 
fest than at ee tincture, the sweetness and the aromatic flavor 
ere prominent beginning. 
I know of nothing which deserves the name of an analysis of this root. 
Dr. G. Ww. Mears, who graduated in medicine, at the Jefferson Col- 
lege, in Philadelphia, in 1827, and made this article the subject of an 
dissertation, from some experiments which he made with it, 
acid, resinous matter, gummy matter, starch, and lignine. Dr. Mears 


geepitens nts are as for medicinal 


to the rule, that those collected in the spring are always in- 
and variable in power, and more likely to loee their 
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| the Leontice possesses very different medicinal 
racemosa. 
» bas con more to bring racemosa in 
disre than any other cause. | 
® It is a prevailing opinion that the roots of the 
when collected in the spring, as in the autumn. ' 
’ virtues by drying and age. 
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thinks that he obtained ‘ sufficient evidence ’ of its containing an © alkaline 
principle,’ ‘to encourage a future investigation of this interesting sub- 
Ject ;” but he leaves us perfectly in the da oy eb ete 

- Long previous to the publication of Dr. Mears’s Essay, I 
also bad made experiments on this root, and had likewise obtained suffi- 
cient evidence of its containing an alkaline priuciple ; but on careful ex- 
amination, this alkali proved to be Calcia, or Lime. I also found a 
small quantity of tannin ; a principle or principles soluble in alcohol, 
but not in water ; a principle or principles soluble in water, but not in 
alcohol ; and something so in both : but-I did not succeed in ascer- 
taining the precise nature of these products. If it will throw any light . 
upon the matter, to christen these respectively, resin, gum, and extrac- 
tive, T shall willi accommodate all who entertain such 
an opinion. experiments did not detect 
distinet from the ; and I did not search particularly, either 
starch or gallic acid. I consider it certain that neither Dr. Mears nor 
myself succeeded in obtaining the active principle of this root, and 
therefore the field is fairly for the researches of some more skilful 
and fortunate chemist ; and I hope that such an one will, ere long, un- 
dertake the investigation. 

In relation, however, to the medicinal powers of Actea racemosa, I 
hope to be able to say something more definite and more sati ’ 
than in relation to its analysis ; since, with me, ye ee 
more or less observation and investigation, ever since the year 1810 ; 
and, I can add, that scarcely a year has passed, since that period, with- 
out contributing something to my stock of information respecting it. 


of which I first made use, I was ignorant of the degree of its power in 
this respect, for a number of years. I believe that the first published 
account of any operative effect, that would seem .to imply @ narcotic 
power in this article, is ica Americana 

issimum Regni Vegetabilis r. Schepf, angen, in Germa- 
- published in 1787, where it is said to be anodyne ; and the next is in 
House and Physician’ lished in New Haven, Ct. 
in 1820), in which it is stated to possess the power of producing sleep. 
The next, and much more explicit statement on this point, is contained 
in a paper by Dr. T. S. Garden (published in the ican Medical 
Recorder, Vol VI. pages 609—613, Philadelphia, 1823), in which it is 
said that Actea racemosa ‘disorders the sensorium like digitalis,’ and 


that ‘ ina full dose it rates, in a distressing degree, producing nausea, 
dilatation of the pupils, quick and small pulse,’ &c. In 


Dr. Ansel W. Ives’s 2nd American edition of Paris’s 

(published in New York in 1824), is a summary of Dr. Garden’s paper, 
given, in a note, from Lycopus Virginicus, ol of course the 
account of its narcotic operation. In the 4th edition of Chapman’s Ele- 


operative | | racemosa, | mention, 
is that it is decidedly and prominently narcotic. That this article pos- 
sessed more or less narcotic powers, was one of the traditional notions 
| with which I commenced practice ; and I had determined this fact, by 
repeated observation, long before there were any published accounts to 
this effect : but from the imperfection of the heremnoutie tions 


ments’ of ‘Therapeutics (published in Philadelphia in 1825), there is 
also a recognition of its narcotic powers. Dr. Mears, in a Dissertation 
hed in Smith’s Philadelphia Monthly Journal of Medicine and 
» September, 1827), is still more explicit in relation to the nar- 
cotic powers of this article ; and Rafinesque recognizes them in his Me- 
dical Flore, lished in $828. I have witnessed a great number of 
times, that when efficiently used, the alcoholic tincture powerfully allays 
morbid irritability and irritation, and irritative action generally ; and that 
it is often very effectual in abating irritative heat and dryness of the skin, 
and irritative frequency and hardness, or fulness of the pulse. This 
evinces its possession of the antirritant part of a narcotic a ta 
some, perhaps many instances, it is also not only anodyne, but soporific, 
which constitute another part of a narcotic operation. I do not think, 
however, that-in general it is worthy of reliance for either of —— 
at least in comparison with opium. When used with great free- 
it produces vertigo, epigastric uneasiness, faintness, a cloud before 
sd dilatation of the pupils, retching and vomiting whenever the 
is raised upright, universal uneasiness and jactitation, small and 
weak pulse, cold extremities, cold sweat, and extreme prostration gene- 
rally. This evinces its power of producing ultimate narcosis. Dr. 
Mears, who experimented with this agent, took half a drachm of the pul- 
verized root, which uced no effect in.an hour. He then took more 
than a teaspoonful, of what he calls a saturated tincture, as often as every 
ten minutes, so that he swallowed about an ounce in two hours. In about 
an hour from the time he began with the tincture, he had much headache 
and considerable somnolency. In an hour more, he felt very warm, and 
was so drowsy that he lay down, and soon fell asleep. He remained in 
a disturbed sleep for another hour, during which he sweat somewhat. 
awaking, he had a most distressing pain in the head, vertigo, flushed 
» dilated pupils, and an increase of twelve.beats in the frequency of 
- He soon'felt much uneasiness at the stomach, retched 
violently, All these symptoms, except the pain in the head, soon subsided. 
te tho agent, at which time tke 
{ y this agent, at which time 
pulse was a little below the natural standard. _ . 

The uhimate narcotic effects of Actwa racemosa are usually very 
transient, and are always ca of being relieved by a suspension of the 
use of the article, and a siently free employment of alcohol in some 
shape, wine, or opium with common ether, oil, tincture, or infusion of 
ty alkaline ammonia, or its sesqui-carbonate, &c. When these 

ts have passed by, the general powers of the system do not seem to 
be at all impaired by the operation. 
_ There is reason to believe that Actwa racemosa is moderately nervine 
or-exhilarant. Dr, Todd, pre to the Retreat for the Insane, 


Hartford, nea pane ont ‘ A some adults (I believe of peculiar 
susceptibility, i a iar te t in other respects 
he lies seen decided and consillerable ex ion produced 


of this article. I cannot say, however, that any of my patients have ever 
menuoned their experiencing from it, in any obvious degree, the calm, 
and pleasurable sensation, which is one grade of this operation ; 
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por the ‘preternatural wakefulness, which is another grade of it: 


but I thin k that (in children more especially) I have re seen & 
kind of exhilaration, in some cases amounting to. a i which 
(possibly) may be considered as constituting another grade of a nervine 
or exhilarant effect. Such an operation is generally much more obvious 
in children than in adults—in part, probably, on account of their greater 
susceptibility, and in part because they do not restrain the manifestations 
of it, like adults. But, according to my observations, the exhilaration 
and the sub-delirium, which this article produces, constitute a state very 
similar to that peculiar cerebral irritation, which occasionally results from 


the use of Conium maculatum, Digitalis and ina 
ii purpurea (and perhaps, 


greater or less degree, from every 


- exbilarant, or not), when they are in @ particular manner—en 


rium tremens, delirium >i. 
fulness has begun, but there fairly be said to be delirium. 
This condition I have commonly been in the habit a 

activit energy in performance of its proper functions ; 
belie i may be produced by any narcotic whatever, under 


irritation which seems to be ana to incipi of deli- 
he ver wage 
can 


In connection with this last operation, it will be proper to mention en 
effect of Actea racemosa, first specified by Dr. Garden (in the | 
heretofore quoted), viz. that ‘in a full dose’ i ; ) 
‘ pains in the extremities.’ For a considerable time, I must conféss that 

t produced is agent or were 
them to be manifested ; but it is now long since I have been in the habit 
of witnessing them, and since I have repeatedly received the ny nar sl 


at all, the pain is usually referred to the sciatic nerve. Larger quantities 

will produce pain in the whole lower extremities ; and larger still, 

occasion darting pains in the head, more over the 
the whole system. 


pains, I repeat, 


eyes, but often 
character. In the case of Mr. 
exacerbation 
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ts and. the putice eaddenly ond strongly wader 
taken in large doses, and ¢ ient is 

| influence, that these pains ell This appears to me to be a remark- 

, able effect ; but, when given to a certain extent, this article certainly 

: operates in this way. These pains seem to be of a neuralgic character, 

; and though severe, yet they are generally transient and fugitive. They 

take place in various parts of the body; as, for en when a patient is 

under the influence of the smallest - that wi — effect 

t protracted mercurial sub-acute rheumatism, a saturated alcoholic tincture 

of this article, in doses of half or two thirds of a fluidrachm, repeated 

| "every two or three hours, had the effect of producing very sharp or lan- 

cinating pains in the head and back, but more particularly in the lower 

extremities. The sciatic nerves and the calves of the legs were the 
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homes the most. er In this case, it was accompanied 
Col Alb opium, in the twenty -foor hours.' Ja 
the loins and hi ated by a fall, which p y injo 
ch of walking, half a fluidrachm 
of the satertted alcoholic tincture of this article, repeated every three 
hours, occasioned lancinating pains in both of the lower extremities, and 
particularly along the sciatic nerves. In this case, from two to four 
ins of opium were taken in the course of the twenty-four Lours. In 
case of Mrs. M. P. (likewise of Albany, N. Y.), a lady between 
and seventy years of age, long subject to sub-acute heumatic —— 
and for many years to csinauen to produc 
pee and very nearly paralytic joints, the saturated aon gs lie — 
of and taken in doses of half a fluidrachm, 
times in the tweoty-four hours. Every individual dose was followed 


lancinating, neuralgic in the lower extremities, which continued 
the time dose. If a 


in; but, after be oes days, this effect en- 
commonly extremely susceptible to the 
; and, in her case, no opium was em- 


uniformly found that the regular use of a little food, as, for example, half 
rice or » Of about the consistence, along with each dose of 


same 
general effectually prevented such neuralgic 
in peculiarly susceptible subjects, from merely 
doses of. as seem to be positively ue- 

relief of the disease, for which remedy i is 
taken in-conjunction with various other articles, is 
a of obviating certain unpleasant effects, which rid 
. ly produce, without interfering in the least with their médici- 

agency. 


Garret Keaton Lawrence, tigen practioner of maine of he 
society of Shakers, in New Lebanon, informed me, that for 
rheumatalgic pains of the lower extremities of a patient who labored under 
oho Ovarii, he once prescribed a proof-spirit tincture of the flowers 
proportions of at least four 
int of the menstruum. The dose which 
ted was a large , twice in the twenty-four hours. The 
finding benefit from the’ remedy, but not complete 
relief, thought quantity he wore and 

y took it in doses of a tablespoontul, instead of a teaspoonful. Imme- 
ately after the second dose, she was seized with a severe lancinating 
pain in the head, and also in the sciatic nerve, both apparently of a pure 
neuralgic character ; and very soon afterwards, with violent pains in, the 
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the doses, woulc generally suspend the pains entirely Ull another dose 
article, th 
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region of the uicrus. Although these pains were extremely severe and 
pe yet they were perfectly and speedily relieved by the internal use 

only forty drops of uncture of opium, conjoined with the external use 
of fomentations. Mr. Lawrence considers the tincture of the flowers of 
Actzwa racemosa as being weaker than that of the root, and as possessing 
some cathartic powers. 

Beside violent neuralgic pains, an excessive dose of the tincture of 
this article will produce irregular and seemingly convulsive action of the 
breast, manifested by distressing palpitation, &c. Io October, 1831, 
Mr. C. A. .T. while attending the lectures in the Vermont Academy of 
Medicine, took, for a wandering rheumatalgic affection, doses of two or 
more fluidrachms of a strong and well-prepared alcoholic tincture of 


this article, made with root of the very best quality. Mr. T. was m- 


duced to take this quantity, from the circumstance that he had previously 


_ taken quite an inferior preparation, of which he could tolerate nearly if 


not quite half a fluidounce at a dose, and this, too, without much effect 
of any sort. Very soon extremely violent neuralgic pain was felt, im- 
mediately within the upper part of the sternum, and also .w ing neu- 
ralgic pains in various other parts of the body. Mr. T. now took an 
additional dose of the medicine, in the expectation of obtaining relief from 
it, because it was narcotic. In a short time from this, a most dis 
ing palpitation of the heart took place, under which the number of 
sations was upwards of a hundred and thirty in a minute. Pain in the 
left axilla and shoulder, and, in a less degree, in the wrist, with numbness 
of the whole arm, and a severe headache, accompanied this palpitation. 
Under the free use of the nervine or exhilarant and stimulant narco- 
tics camphor and opium, conjoined with the acids and irritants ammo- 
nia and capsicum, aided by the previous impression of a moderate emetic 
of sulphate of zinc and ipecacuanha, relief was obtained in Mr. T..’s case 


-in the course of a few hours, though the neuralgic pains continued for. a 


considerable time after the cessation of the palpitation. When the pain 
disappeared, all the indisposition that remained was mere languor and las- 
situde, and disinclination for motion or exertion, which was not of 
duration. It is to be remarked, that from this statement very little con- 
ception will be formed of the violence of the symptoms in this case. . 

repeat, that it is only when given in inordinate doses, that these ef- 
fects are liable to occur. That quantity in the twenty-four hours which 
would operate kindly, if given in moderate and uniform doses, at regular 
and short intervals, might harass the patient extremely with neuralgic 
pains if given in large » at long intervals. However, in a case of 

ine idiopathic acute rheumatism of a severe character, in however 
Cndeme ctwa racemosa may have been given, J have never known 
neuralgic pains occur under.its use. 

Actwa racemosa possesses genuine ecbolic powers, i. e. the powers of 


: a us accelerator. I believe. that the earliest medicinal reputation 


-which this article ever had, in the State of Connecticut, more particular- 
Jy in the county of New Haven, was that of an ecbolic, or partus accele- 
rator,, The first published account of .its possession of this power, is 
believed to be in ’s ‘ House Surgeon and Physician,’ already quot- 
ed, where it is said that by the Indians it was supposed to be fica 
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partum accelerandum.’ The next notice to this effect is in 
Bigelow's Sequel to the Pharmacopeeia of the United States,’ 


‘ ed in Boston, in 1822, where it is said that ‘ we are told that the Indians 


made great use of it —‘as an t ad um accelerandum.’ Re- 
» Mr. Rafinesque, in his * Medical Flora,’ published in Philadel- 
phia, in 1828, says, ‘it is an article of the materia medica of the Indians, 
much used by them ’—‘in facilitating parturition, whence its name, 
Squaw-root.’ This last statement, in regard to its use by the Indians, 
fs to me to rest only upon the most vague report, and it is, in it- 

ble. I have elsewhere made some remarks u 


bighly 
what appears to. have been the utmost extent of the materia medics of 


the American Savages, ious to their intercourse with 
If the opinions which I have advanced ny of 
will not be considered as by any means ate | 


medicinal powers at all, in this article, = 
sideration. Drastic evacuants of the alimentary canal, do, 
to have been the only internal medicines employed by this people, pre 
vious to any acquaintance with the civilized world. Besides, it is 


powers 
Dr. Area Andrews (of North Haven, Ct.), informed me, in 1830, of 
that wader bib to h there were slight symp- 


tor, bringing away aUvens queda y in the manner of Acinula Clavus 
or Ergot. Dr. Jefferson Church (of Spr eld, Mass) informed me, in 
1830, that he had known the infusion le to be used as an 
ecbolic, or partus accelerator, in one case of Ii , but otherwise re- 


preparation. Its ion was apparen isely similar to that 
nts cae the meine we 4 administered 


ele the arrival of Dr. Church, fact 
i to 


tbe Clave hd ot been emplayed Dr. Charles Vor 
bp Aw yer (of the of"Newark, in the town of Arcadia, and 
of W eye, N pedi attention I had particularly turned to the ob- 
servation of informed me, in October, 


been likely to search out ecbolics, or partus acceleratores ? 
I have often been informed, by my professional friends, of cases in 
which Acta racemosa has we ra for a cough, to gravid wo- 
| men, by practitioners not aware of its — ecbolic powers, with the 
| effect of producing speedy abortion. circumstances of the cases 
| have been such, as to leave no room for doubt that this agent was the 
| ‘cause of the abortion, as there was no other cause to which it could be 
| ascribed, and as the pre was accomplished exactly in the manner 
in which it is accomplished by Sclerotium Clavus (De Candolle), Aci- 3 
| Acttea racemosa was given, under the idea that it might prove a substi- 
tute and the event. It was found, howe- 
| 


1831, that he had used this article as an ecbolic, or partus accelerator, 
in six cases, with the most decided and satisfactory success. He also 
informed me that several of his professional neighbors had also used it in 
the same manner, and with precisely similar results. Dr: Dyer, and 
the other gentlemen mentioned by him, found a single dose of a flui- 
drachm of the saturated alcoholic tincture sufficient to produce all the 
desired effect, in all the cases in which they had employed it—in no in- 
~ stance having occasion to repeat the medicine. Professor A. March (of 
the Vermont ag used this article as an 
- or partus accelerator, is much pleased with its ion. 
justly thinks that it differs somewhat in its 
from the Acinula Clavus. He says that a given of ecbolic effect 
_ from this article, is considerably more lasting than the same degree from 
the Acinula Clavus ; and that when its ecbolic operation has ceased, there 
is less torpor, and greater susceptibility and capacity for action in the 
uterus, than before its employment, which is direc contrary to the 


operation of the Clavus. Dr. March, and all others, who, within my. 


knowledge, have employed this article as an ecbolic or partus accelera- 
tor, agree that, as far as accurate observations have been made, it does 
not appear to exert that stupifying and deleterious influence upon the 
foetus, that is produced by the Acinula Clavus.* 

Although Actza racemosa may be a more powerful narcotic than the 
Sirens ean nbameeeins in some respects, of a very different charac- 
ter. It has much less tendency to produce somnolency, and scarcely 
any to induce actual coma. In this respect, as in some others, it has 
more affinity with Strychoos Nux Vomica, and the other articles ; 
to the same group of narcotics, than it has to Hyoscyamus, Datura, 
ladonna, &c. In my opinion, it is to this circumstance that we are ta 
ascribe its less liability to destroy the foetus, than the Clavus. Dr. Arza 
Andrews informs me, that he has witnessed very decided effects from 
- this article, in the ly production of firm uterine contraction after the 

delivery of the child, in cases where it was habitually deficient, > pn 
the placenta has been expelled without. hemorrhage, and all lochial dis- 


not only during parturition, but also subsequent to delivery. Dr. C. V. 
Dyer tells me that he has found this article highly in uterine he- 


ration too early a use of the are commonly 
nued and unremitting re of the head, caused by the incessant act the uterus, while u 
the influence of this agent ; but, in my opinion, without any just foundation. I have re 
n their first rition, where the pelvis small and id 
where the parturient efforts continued almost without interruption for several day where the 
head child was com in a much . for a much longer time, and much more 
incessantly, than I have ever known in any case, where the Clavus was employed 5 and yet, the 
and cried violently, y on its birth. I now very distinctly recollect 
the case of a lady, who, on account of the small size of the pelvis and the large size of the head of the 
head was very firmly and very steadily wedged in vis, so as to uce greatest com- 
oo elon that f ever witnessed ; and yet the child and cried actively, imme- 
after delivery. To the » the nces of such a parturition were very serious ; but, 
to all appearance, the child was in no respect injured. Reasons, which it is neither necessary nor 
to mention See. wholly preven the mechanical assistance which this patient 
heve had. The powers of Acinula Clavus are certainly decided and inent, when it is 
used in such manner as that they may be manifested. I have now been years in the habit of 
sing it with edvantage, in various disceses, where it is 


beneficial entirely by this operation. 


5 


| 
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| 

| 

\ 

: charge subsequently prevented ; and this in a subject of very at 
who, under such suffered much from 
| | well aware that the the | the and rfee | 


morrhage generally, whether connected or not with a parturient or puer- 
peral state. For uterine hemorrhage he gives from four to eight mode- 
pgs it aye though, upon a pressing emergency, he begins 
with a sing 

gentlemen, in relation to the operation of 
Actea racemosa, because their testimonials are all worthy of the highest 
confidence, and because I would not have the facts rest upon my testi- 
‘mony alone. It is proper to add that their statements, and my own ob- 
servations, concur perfectly. How frequently this article may fail of 
a a ecbolic effects, and under what circumstances such failure is 

to occur, 1am unable to specify, since I have never happened to 
know of such an instance. If the root and its tion are of the best 
quality, a fluidrachm of the saturated alcoholic tincture is often a suffi- 
cient dose. Where the root and the preparation are of an inferior qua- 
lity, I have known half a fluidounce necessary. However, | have not 
known specimens and preparations sold, which were nearly 
inert ; and, of course, these must be expected to fail altogether. That 


- ja certain cases, and under certain circumstances, where the medicine 


is good, it may fail altogether, is quite likely, since nothing is infallible in 
this world ; but I am at present unable to specify these cases and these 
circumstances. 2 

- The ecbolic powers of Actza racemosa, as well as of Acinula Clavus, 
will probably be considered by many as perfectly peculiar, specific, and 
distinct powers—powers not identical with any other which have ever 
been. made the foundation of classification in the materia medica ; but 
from especial attention, for a period, to the effects of the narcotics, 
I am strongly inclined to ider ecbolic and narcotic powers as in 
fact the same. ill narcotics appear to have the power of producing 
convulsive action of some sort or other—either of the common sort, or 


ration. Some affect only the vol muscles in this manner ; others 
it only in the involuntary muscles ; while others still produce it 
in the voluntary and in the involuntary muscles. Now, in = 
full and large doses, Actea racemosa produces convulsive action of 
common sort only—and this as a primary part of its operation—and in 
the involuntary muscles merely, and in the uterus previous to any other 
involuntary muscle. When given in an excessive and inordinate quantity, 
I have more than once known the Actea racemosa, as well as the Aci- 
-- nula Clavus, to affect other involuntary muscles also. I have repeatedly 
seen interrupted and irregular action of the heart, and likewise affections 
of the respiratory muscles, much resembling those which occur in tetanus. 
I am therefore very strongly inclined to the belief, that various other 
narcotics will yet be to possess ecbolic powers. 
(To be continued.) 
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ven at once, some produce it as a primary part ir operation. 
Others produce it only when the system is under the influence of very 
and, of course, as a of their | 


throw any light on the history of his short but eminent career whilst in 
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LIFE AND PORTRAIT OF DR. SPURZHEIM. 


NOTICE BY MONS. RICHARD OF THE LIFE AND LABORS OF DR. SPURZHEIN—A 
PORTRAIT BY HIS SON IN Law. 


Soon after the decease of Dr. Spurzheim, we forwarded to his relatives, 
through a mercantile friend in Paris, those numbers of this Journal that 
contained an account of his death, and the consequent proceedings of his 
friends. The receipt of these communications has been acknowledged ; 
and we present below an extract from our friend’s letter, as it contains 
some information which it may be useful for those to have, who possess 
anything that can illustrate the character or objects of Dr. S., or that can 


this countr y. 
Paris, 6th, 1833, 
‘My pear Sir,—I received your interesting letter of the 17th of No- 
vember in due course ; and as soon as I could ascertain the address of 
one of Dr. Spurzheim’s connections in Paris, lost no time in transmitting 
the you sent, together with the intelligence conveyed in your let- 
ter, relating to the same subject. This intelligence has proved extremely 
acceptable to the friends of the late Dr. S., as appears by the enclosed 
note from Mr. Richard, which I send, that you may notice his intention 
to publish an account of the life and scientific labors of the distinguished 
individual, whose bereavement to society at large is so keenly felt. 
Should it be in your power to contribute any further details respecting 
Mr. Spurzheim, from your own knowledge, or gathered from his fri 
and admirers in Boston, I offer myself asthe organ of communication 
with his relations, who are mostly in Switzerland. Men possessed of 
such moral worth, and such examples of benevolence and charity, united 
to extraordinary powers of mind, are too rare in the world—and their re- 
moval is indeed a cause for general mourning. How poignant, then, 
must be the grief of those who, in addition to the common tie which links 
together society, are bound by the sacred one of kindred ! 

The respect shown to the memory of this great and good man, reflects 
much honor upon the citizens of Boston, and affords an additional 
of the satisfactory state of morals and intellectual cultivation, which, 
as a Bostonian, I am proud to feel is diffused so widely among the inha- 
bitants of my native place. 
~*~ © Believe me, dear Sir, Yours, very faithfully” = 

The name and address of the writer of the above are left at the office 
of this Journal, atthe disposal of any one who is desirous of availing 
of his polite offer. We here append the note of M. Richard, which is 
referred to above. 


Monsizur,—J’ai regu les journaux Américains que vous*avez bien 


| 
| 
h 
| 
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voulu m’adresser, et m’ de les commu aux parens 
et amis du Dr. Deja dentr’eux qui ai fait 


part en ont été fort touchés, et se joignent & moi ¢ vous remercier 
vous et M. le Dr. Robbins, de votre ‘attention délicate. Dans toute la 


_ Wivacité de nos regrets et de notre douleur, il y a du moins pour nous une 


consolation a penser que homme excellent, le savant illustre, dont nous 

le perte, a été aprecié aux Etats Unis selon son merite—qu il 
y a trouvé des sympathies et des amis, et que ses derniers momens ont 
été entourés des soins les plus tendres et les plus dévoués. 

“Ce qui caractérisait éminemment M. Spurzheim c’etait son cété mo- 
ral, sa bienveillance, et son humanité. II étudiait la science de l’homme 
avec amour, parce qu'il la croyait éminemment utile a notre amélioration 
@t & notre bonheur. I! s’était promis bien des hautes jouissances en par- 


tant pour l’Amerique, et il se proposait pour |’avenir bien des travaux 


.. Pourquoi la mort a-t-elle brisé les unes et les autres ? 

Liintéret qu'il a inspiré, |’éstime qu’on lui a portée, et les honneurs 

qui ont été rendus & sa memoire par les habitans de Boston, font a la fois 
eloge de vos concitoyens et celui du Dr. Spurzheim. 

. Monsieur, |’assurance de ma consideration distingué. 

* Paris, 24 Janvier, 1833. Rue du Regard, 6. J. Davin Ricnarp. 

- P. 8.—Si quelques nouveaux détails, quelque publication nouvelle 

concernant Dr. Sparshoin: vous parvenaient d’Amérique, vous obli- 

des et amis les leur faisant Deja 

—— a eu la honté de se charger de nous procurer quelques exam- 

plaics d'un portrait Goligeas du Docteur, annoncé par un des journaux 

que vous avez eu |l’obligeance de m’envoyer. Je me propose d’écrire 

aur ja vie et les travaux de M. Spurzheim, une notice aussi complete 

me sera possible ; et M. St. beau-fils, a intention 

peindre un grand portrait du Docteur. L’un et l’autre avons besoin 

de rappeler tous nos souvenirs, et de nous entourer de tous les lumieres.’ 


Per 
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aif 


CORRESPONDENT at Montreal dissents from the opinion expressed in our 


fecent communication from Dr. Payne, respecting the introduction of 
the cholera into Canada, although we cannot perceive that the results of 
our two friends differ very materially. He will excuse us, in our present 
confined space, for presenting only extracts from his letter, to which he 
has affixed the name of ‘ Contagio.’ ny Sg 

‘ The correspondent of Dr. Payne asserts that, “ Although the first case 
was that of an emigrant, yet the circumstance of its rapid spread, and 
that chiefly among French Canadians, is quite sufficient to repudiate the 
ddea of its importation.” Now the facts are these. The first case was, as 
above stated, in the person of an emigrant who arrived here on Saturday 
evening, the 7th of June. This patient died the same night, and his body 
was thrown out upon the beach, and ~——e the greater part of the next 
day to the rays of the sun, and continually surrounded by a crowd of per- 
sons from the suburbs and every part of the town, who were passing im- 
mediately from this focus of infection to their respective places of abode. 


Thus the rapid spread of the disease may be accounted for, without de-_ 


struction to the views of those who believe the disease contagious. 


@ 

ow 

4 build troubled you wh this paper, but ‘many, to build up 


Death from a single Leech-bite. 


their own favorite theories on this subject, are continually upon 
the “ rapid and simultaneous ’’ developement of the disease, a h the’ 
learned gentleman himself admits “a | proportion at the commence- 
ment were mere fear ;” and I would only further remark that many of our | 
physicians have labored with an untiring zeal to make it appear that the | 
: ‘¢ might have been generated in this country.” But why all this 
effort and labor ?—let us look candidly at facts. We knowwehadno —s_ | 
cholera till vessels arrived from infected ports, with the disease on board i 
and we know the first case in Montreal was an emigrant, and from that i 
the was rapid, taking here, as it always has on the other conti- | ! 
nent, the main channels and routs of communication and transport. But - i 
| as the disease declined, it was noticed by many that almost every case i 
might be traced to some specific exposure; and several of our most learned i 
| preweet who were stern anti-contagionists at the commencement, were | i 
uced by the facts which every day’s experience developed, to ¢ | t 
their position entirely. we 
: *I have thus stated a few facts, which I know to be true, and to which \ 


T can testify. 


. 


DEATH FROM A SINGLE LEECH-BITE. 
A Panis Journat contains the relation of a singular instance of fatality 
from hemorrhage from a leech-bite. The patient was a stout country lad, 
| - to the pit of whose stomach a dozen leeches were applied for colic. When 
they had dropt off, some burnt rag was put on the part and the patient lef& 

‘alone ‘the remainder of the day. On being visited at the end of that — 
period, his bed was found full of blood,’ and the bleeding went on in spite 
of many and varied measures for its arrest, until the lad died exanguious, 
at La Charité, whither he was carried for surgical aid. After death, 

there was nothing remarkable discovered on dissection. 

The blood is stated to have been arterial, and to have proceeded from 

a single bite. The nitrate of silver was tried in vain, and the actual cau- 

tery was had recourse to, but too late. 


New Substance discovered in Opium.—M. Peletier has announced the 
discovery of a new substance in opium, which, from its being found crys- | 
tallized along with morphine, he calls paramorphine. It differs, however, : 

essentially from morphine in its chemical properties ; nor is it to be con- 
| founded with the codeine of Robiquet, or any other crystalline substance 
_ found in opium. Its taste is that of pellitory ; its solubility in alcohol 

and ether greatly exceeds that of narcotine, from which it differs also in 


ite fusibility and its crystallization. It acts powerfully on the animal 
economy, and in a very small dose speedily kills a dog, as M. Magendie: 


Cure a .—We notice, by the English medicals, that Sir 
Auneo? C isle has given notice that he has received from South 
America several bottles of a liquid which is reputed to be a cure for 


hydrophobia. (Reputed !) 
| The Cholera at Havana, is on the decline ; but 


v 

| 


spirit lamp gives ample heat for effecting this object. 
P | ng 
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| Eagtish Calomel.—M. Dupuytren lays much stress on the importance _ 
“of English calomel, as prepared at the Apothecaries’ Hall in don. 


tion, for it contains no free acid ; and from its being made b the hs ng 
of water, isin a much more perfect state of division.— West. 


"Dishes —A vy singular of i 


Bort . observation a few years ago, in a lady, about 30 years o 


and decided lymphatic temperament. She was suckling her 

second child—a robust and healthy infant, about four months old—when 
I was called to see her. Her breasts were very large, and the secretion 
p Aone was at times quite copious. She informed me that her urinary 
ges were periodically excessively profuse ; and although it did not 


| sppear fo affect her health, gt as there was scarcely any milk secfeted, 


the kidneys continued their inordinate action, the disorder inter- 


pon} very much with the regular nourishment of her infant, and she de- 


| therefore, to have it removed.—I found, on inquiring more particu- 
larly ‘into the circumstances of the case, that every five or six days she 
began to discharge excessive quantities of a pale and crude urine, amount- . 
jag usually to four or five quarts in twenty-four hours. The urine had 
hed but very little of the ordinary urinous or saline taste. This diabetic 
affection continued generally about four days, during which time there 
was but very little milk secreted, and the breasts remained empty and 
iately on the cessation of the inordinate secretion of urine, 
the breasts became tu , and the milk continued to be secreted very 


@bundantly; neys resumed their excessive activity. ‘These 


alternations of excessive secretory action between the breasts and the 
aris went on for upwards of three months ; and at last ce sed wade ‘ 


usé of alterative of blue mass, and about twenty grains 
nesia, taken four times daily. The patient informed me, that 
the same ah larity in these secretions, occurred doridg a 
last four months of suckling her first child. She became extremely ner- 


and dypeptic, and wae obliged to wean theif ie 
Ibid.—Dn. J. 


for obtaining certain Protozydes.—M. Wehler asserts that. the 
pe of co iron and manganese, may be prepared with faci 
hing the chlorides of these metals, with dry carbonate of soda. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Males; 13—Females, 18. 
Of dropsy, 1—infantile, 2—brain fever, 1 2—consumption, 5—suicide, 
abscess, 1—child bed, i—burn, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—scariet fever, | 


din 
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